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I should like to know where Perth would be
if we did not have our primary producers.

Hon. P. Collier: You are not inferring that
anybody is opposed to them?

The PRE~MIER: We ought to protect them
and assist them.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: They are protected all
right.

The PREMIlER: We did not protect them
too well when wheat was being sold locally
at 7s. 80. with the export price at twice
that figure.

Hon. W. C. Astgwin: Don't forget you told
us last night that most of the wheat was
still here.

The PREMIER: No, I said the railways
had not earnied all that they expected to earnl
because we had considerable wheat at country
sidings still.

Mr. O'Loghlca: If there were ten times as
much wheat, the people would not get
cheaper bread.

The PREMIER: If they counted on some
people for it, they would not get any bread
at all. However,' I will see that these reports
are presented to the House as soon as possi-
ble.

Quei'tion put ad passed.

Resolution reported and the report adopted.

Bill introduced.

Supply Bill introduced, passed through all
stages, and transmitted to the Council.

House adjourned at 8.9 p.m.
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p.m., and read prayers.

(JOMMTTTTEES FOR
On motions by the

EDUCATION (Hon. H.
sional committees were
low:-

THE SESSION.

MINISTER FOR
P. Colebatch),se
appointed as fol-

Standing Orders: The President, the
Chairman of Committees, and the Minlister
for Education.

Library: The President, Hon. A. Love-
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J. W. Hickey.

BILL-SUPPLY (No. 1) £1,640,320.
All Stages.

Standing Orders Suspension.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
)H. P. Colehateli-East) [4.33]: 1 move-

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable a Sup-
ply Bill to be received from the Legislative
Assembly, and to be passed through all
stages in one sitting.

It. is customary to move a motion of this de-
scription during the first week of the session.
I might at this stage inform Mr. Nicholson
that his suggestion has been anticipated and
that the Supply asked for covers a period
only until the end of the present month.

Hon. J. N[CHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[4.34] : It is pleasing to hear that the Sup-
ply asked for is restricted to a certain ex-
tent. We know from the published reports
that certain discussions took place elsewhere
with regard to this umeasure. It is not my
intention to allude to those discussions, but
in niew of the protests which have heel, nmade
by members from time to time, it is our duty
to get some assurance from the Leader of
the House that the Estimates will be laid be-
f ore u's at an early' date. I should like to
hear franm hill sonic definite dlate as to when
the Estimates will be presented, because this
may have considerable weight in deciding as
to whether the Standing Orders should be
suspended.

ll. Y. HA'MERSLEY (East) [4.3-5]: 1
do not wish to delay the House, but hr 'view
of the fact that the life of the last Parliam
ment was extended, presumably with the idea
of calling Parliament together earlier in the
year, the Government might reasonably have
been expected to summon Parliament at a
stage sufficiently early to obviate the neces-
sity of having to rush through a measure of
this nature.

The PRESIDENT: There is no measure
at present before the House. The question
is the mfotioni to suspend the Standing Orders.

Hon. V. }IAMJESLEY: I have no desire
to oppose tile mfotion; in fact, I shall sup-
port it and reserve any remarks I have to
make until a later stage.

The MINJSTBR FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebateh-East-in reply) [4.36]: It
is, of course, impossible for mec to give the
too. member a positive assurance as to the
exact dlate when the Estimnates will be sub-
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mitted to this House. I would remnind muci-
bers that last year, in spite of the fact thuat
the civil service strike started on the let
July and delayed the presentation of the Es-
tininte., they were brought down in another
place at an earlier stage than had been the
ease for many years past. Tt is the inten-
tion of thle Premgnier, as expressed in another
place, that the Estimates shall be presented
there at the beginning of Septeamber, but
it is quite impossible for me to say how
long it may take for the Estimates to be
discussed in a"other place Gad sent on to

M's-

Question put and passed.

First Reading.
Bill received from the Legislative Assein-

bly and read a first time.

Second Reading.
Thle M1 IN[ST~MR FOR EDUCATTON (Hon.

11. P. Oolebatch-East) f4.39] in moving
the second reading said: I desire to repeat
the statenment I have already made that,
whereas at this stage of last session a Sp
Ill pill covering a period of three months
w-as ask-l for by the Government and passed
by Parliament, the Supply Bill now asked for
is for a period of two months only. The
reason is that the Premier expects to be able
to submit the Estimates at an earlier dlate
thaiv as the case last year. The amount is
based onl the actual expenditure of last Year,
plus the increase of salaries and wages. The
particulars of the advances are folly stated
in the Bill. There are one or two outstand-
ing facts with re-Zard to the financial posi-
tion of the State that T think it miy duty to
bring under the notice of members in asking
them to pass this Supply Bill. During the
last financial year the revenue of the State
amounted to 26,789,565, but included in that
total was no less than £3,758,689 being the
revenue from business undertakings. To
earn that £3,758,689 cost £.3,145,175 and the
interest on the money invested in these busi-
ness undertakines was £1,300,000, making a.
total of £4.445,175, so that the amount' received fronm the business undertakings fell
short of the amount required to pay their
workinp exnnmses and interest on invested
money by the sunm of £686,486 w-hich is prac-
tically* the amount of the deficit for the year.
The actual revenue of the State apart from
bunsiness undertakings "-as f2,843.534 ad
there can be no doubt that this would have
been ample for the requirements of the State
hut for the losses incurred on our business
undertakings.. The actual result of the po-
sition was-ordinary collections, £2,843,514,
ordinary expenditure, £1,914,553, leaving a
surplus of revenue, taking into account only
the ordinary revenue and expenditure, of
£928,981. The business undertakings on the
other hand collected £3,7.58,689 and spent
in working operations £3,144,175, leavina a
Sum-plus forards meeting ,iterest and sinking
fund obligations of £C613,514. The trading

concerns transferred to revenue account an
amount of P187,342 and that wvas approxi-
mately sufficient to meet their particular
obligations in the matter of interest and.
sinking fund. I an, not going to suggest that
the whole of the trading concerns paid their
way-some of thenm showed profits and some
of them showed losse,-but the amnount t,,
ally transferred to revenue was approxi.
,natelv sufficient to meet interest and inking
fund obligations. The grand total of thle
surplus revenue over and above the ordiinary
requirements of the State wvas £l,7 9.337.
Out of that we had to meet interest al sink-
ing fund obligations under special Acts
amuntiing to £E2,416,563, which left a deficit
of £687,726. The estimated deficit for the
last financial year was £399,413. That was
arrived 'at in this way: It Acas ox-
pected that the ordinary collections would
amount to £E2,706,036 and the ordinary ex-
penditure to £1.7.a7,239, leaving a suirplus
of revenue towards meetine interest and sink-
ing fund obligations of £968,797. It was
also expected that the business undertakings
would collect £3,733,826 at a working cost
of £2,831,749, leaving another £92,077 to-
wards meeting interest and sinking fond lia-
bilities. It was estimated that there would be
a transfer to revenue from the trading con-
cerns, apart from business ndertabings, of
£166,fi42and thantitem was realised. That would
have meanit a total transfer to revenue of
£2,037,416 towards meeting interest and sink-
ing fund obligations totallig A2,436,q2i). As
a nmatter of fact, the Estimates so far as or-
dinary collections were concerned. proved1 to
hie acurate. There was; an increase over and
above the estiniate of £137,498 resulting from
increased taxation that had been deliberately
imposed in order to meet awards of the arbi-
tration courts and of boards which we knew
were coming, but which had not been finalised
when the Estimlates were, presented to Parlia-
moeat. That increased revenue was realised,
and the excpected increase in expendliture re-
sulting from awards of the Arbitration Court
and boards also materialised; so that, as far
as the estimate for ordinary expenditure was
concerned, it turned out practically in accord-
ance with the figures submitted by the Treas-
urer. Business undertakings, however, fell
short of the estimate; that is to say, in sonme
eases there "-as excess of expenditure, and in
some cases decrease of revente. totalling
£287,000. And there we hare the extfl
amount of the deficit. The principal factor
n-as the Railway Department. There was
heavy loss of revenue in that departmeat ow-
ing to the Strike in .Tanuary of this year. 'The
railway results compared with the Estimates,
showed a revenue £36,000 less than the esti-
mated amount, and this in spite of the in-
creases in freights and fares; and they also
showed an expenditure exceeding the esti-
mate by £237,000; or a total deficiency, as
compared with the estimate, of £.273,000f.
There we have practically the increase in the
deficit. I quote these figures in order to show
the difficult position the Government have had
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to face. During the last couple of years
there have been increases in wages and sal-
aries to the amount of no less than £837,000,
the principal item being in connection with
the railways, £5.50,000. The grand total of
the increases in wages and salaries to-day, as
compared with the year 1918-19, is no less
than £S3 7 t)OOO. Thle actual loss on the rail-
ways for the year, including interest and
sinking fund, was £-594,964, or within a comn-
paratively small sumi of the total deficit for
the year. The ordinary expenditure was
£E2,427,000, the interest £716,000, and the
sinking fund £140,000, waking a total ex-
penditure of £E3,283,000, against a revenue
of £2,688,000, resulting in a loss on the year's
operations of the railways alone of £594,000.
This loss was mostly incurredl in the latter
half of the year. As a matter of fact, at the

-end of December, 1920, the railway results
were almost exactly in accord -withi the esti-
motes; and it was expected that after the
strike was over the lost revenue would, at all
events to sonic extent, lbe recovered. But in-
stead of that, there was a further shrinkage
in revenue. Undoubtedly this was dlue to
circumstances over which the Commissioner
of Railways had no direct control, because
thle railways have been extended all over
'Western Australia with a view to providing
facilities of transportation to the whole of
the industries of the country, and it is well
known to hon. members that a number of
those industries are at the present time, if
Operating at all, operating on a very reduced
st-alt'. A lot of our wheat-and wheat grow-
ing may be perhaps described ais the most
prosperous of our industries to-day-is still
lying at the country sidings, and railway rev-
enue from that source was not nearly as much
as, was expected. H1on. members need only
glance at the decrease in the gold yield in
order to see to what extent the railway rev-
enue must have been affected by that factor.
So far as base metals are concerned, the
industry has been almost suspended for some
tinme. HBut perhaps the greatest surprise the
(Commissioner of 'Railways received was the
enormous falling off in goods, merchandiseP
carrying the Iiighest rates of freight. That
was due to thle fact that throughout Australia
-certainly in Western Australia, and I think
the other States are having practically the
salve experience-thlere has been an enormous
decrease in iniportations, because of the fall-
ing prices. It has been the object of
every business ma n to cut down his
stocks. It has been quite a common thing
to find in country towns business men telling
yvou that dluring the last two or three mouths
they have cut olown their stocks by 1, 000
or £2,000, or £3,000, owing to the falling
prices. Thus there has been an enormous
drop in the most profitable class of freight
that the railways carry. There has been also
a dec-rease in expenlditure on the railways,
but J suppose it is impossible to make that
decrease balance the decreased revenue, when
one( has a full service provided on the
understanding that the whole of the indus-

tries., of thle eouuti-y are to be carried on at
their top speed. N_'ow, the total loss on the-
business undertakings was, as I have ex-
plained, £686,000, which is practically the
aimount of the deficit. So far as the trading-
cun-erns, affect the position, I hope to have
the whole of the balance sh eets for those
trading concernis placed before lion. mewn-
hers at a 'very curly dlate. The State Tradl-
ing Concerns Act provides that the balance
sheets shall be made up by the 30th
September, and I know of ito reason why
they should not be. At the lpresent time an
effort is. being made to ha~e thle whole of
the balance sheets presented-

lion. A. Lovekin :But you have theta
n1ow. Vau mnust have taken themn into
apcount when preparing those figures.

The 'MINISTER FOR EDUCATION. Nu,
nt the balance sheets; but the figures art-
toughly known, and those figures indicate-
:a1t01ough, 'I repeat, I am not speaking after
ha11ving had mi opportunity of perusing tb't
balance sleee~s-thst the loss on the State
trading concerns was not very heavy. True.
ti-era was; a particularly substantial loss on
11hP Wrulhan Freezingc works; hu1t on most
of thle other trading concerns there were
small to substantial profits. I have nor
doubt that when thle finAl figures are pre-
sented, it will be shown that the loss on ls
State trading concerns for the year 1920-21
was not very great. I am not in a position
to commnit myself to any further extent-
titan that. Now to return to the railway
position: in M.%arch 488,000 train mniles were
rita; in June this was cut d]own to 358,000
miles, or a decrease of 130,000 train miles
in Jtune ais comipared with March. That
reduction was made in order to endeavour
to meet the losses of revenue; and since then
further reductions have been made, both in
the country and in the metropolitan ser-
v-ices. The loan position to-day is as fol-
lews:-Cross public debt at the end of
Tune last, 49 millions-, sinking fund,
£7,600,000;, net public debt, £41,298,000.
The public debt increase for the year was
£E2,217,000, as against which the sinking
fond amounted to £792,000, leaving a net
increase of, roughly, £E1,400,000. This loan
nmoney was expended, on business under-
takings, to the extent of £431,000, on pro-
viding capital fur trading concerns to the,
amiount of £;157,000, on loans in connection
with soldier settlement to the amount of
£1,500,000, and on the Agricul1tal Bank,
assistance to settlers, loans for wire net-
ting. and so forth, to an extent making a
itotall withi the advances for soldier settle-
ametit, of £1,690,000. So that of the total
loan exrpenditure a sum of £E2,288,000 was
spent on undertakings that are supposed
to be remunerative, revenue-produci 'ng. The
remainder of thle expenditure was on mnat-
ters which arc not directly reproductive:
harhours £E29,000, water supply £43,000y
devehopument of goldfields £35,000, develop-
menat of agriculture £C11,0001, immigration
£E10,000, roads and buildings and sundries
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160)-00. plant suspense £50,000; making a.
total expenditure on undertakings which
would not be considered directly productive
-or interest-earning of £E241,000. The last
loan floated in London was floated on the
26t0 January, 1920, for an amount of
EI,500W,000. It was floated at a discount.
at 98. The rate of interest was 5% per
cent. The loan is redeemable in June of
1940, with an option to the Government to
redeemn in 1930. The net cost of that loan
at maturity would work out at 61A per
cent. The Government's overdraft in
London at the end of June of this year was
£1,80.5,000, divided in this way: for sink-
ig fund, £E630,000; oa general account,

£1 ,' 75,000. 1, was for the icirpose of moot.
ing that overdruft that Treasury hills
emuointing to two nill')i' 1tI erventiy
disposed of in London.

Mr. R. J. Lyvnn: What rate of interest do
YOU pay On your overdraft in London?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
rate varies. There was an arrangement
mnade by a former Colonial Treasurer that
the rate of interest should be five per cent.
on the overdraft required for financing the
sinking fund. Different rates were Jpaid, I
believe, for a short time. Sonmc portion. of
tb& overdraft bore interest up to seven per
cent. The arrangement was that a loan
should be floated as soon as possible in
order to redleem the overdraft.

Lion. J. Nicholson . The sinking fund,
then, was paid out of that loan?

The MINISTER FOR E0 t'ATI[ON:
Yes. As lion. members are aware, the Tin-
penial Government prohibited thle flotation
of any Australian loans in London pending
the placing of certain loans of its own;,
and consequently we were advised to raise
this money by thie sale of two mnillions of
Treasury bills. When the Bill to utliorise
the Agent General to sign these £ruasuirv
bills was before the Rouse, expressions tof
opinion were nittcred by various members
as to the cost of the bills to the Govern-
ment. Now, the actual cost of these Trea-
Bnry bills to the Government was as fol-
lows.-The bills have 'been discounted at
the rate of 53 2 per cent, per annurn.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: By the bank which
advanced You the overdraftl

The "MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That is equal to £E2 15is. per cent.
for the aix months-t In ad idition, there
are three charges each of is. per. £100,
making a total of 3s. per £100. So that the
total cost to the Government of that two
millions of money is £2 18s. per cent. for
the six months. That is to say, the Govern-
-meat receive a sum of £97 2s., and six montbs
hence they hare to pay back a sum of £100.
If hon. members choose to work it out for
themselves, they will find that this comes
-to .973 per cent., or practically six per
tent. Now, the flotation of those Treasury

bills relieves our position in London, andl
pays our overdraft.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: It provides you with
another start in the bank.

The 'M[NISTER FOR EDUCATION: On
the 30th June, 1921, the Government hail
a credit on general account of £428,000, and
a credit in the form of wheat certificntes of
£8.14,000, making a total of £:742, 000. There
was due to the Government by the Common-
wealth a sum of £236,000, making a total
of practically a million pounds. There was
cash in the Treasury to the amount of
£115000. 8o that the Governent hate up.
wards of £1,000,000 available in cash,
or as gonil as cash, and there are
also fixed deposits held on behalf of
the Savings Bank 'to the amount of
£477,000. These items make a total credit
balance of £1,611,000. The Premier, as I
have already stated, is at present engaged
in the preparation of the Estimates,. and
hopies to submit his Budget speech to the
Legislative Assembly in the beginning of
next month. It is expected that far better
results will 1be shown as the effect of econ-
ontics which are being practised. Moren vet,
inereasel revenue is expected from land rents.
As the result of the amialgamantion of the
State and Federal Taxation Departments,
there w,%ill be a savingZ of £20,000. Moreover,
every effort is b~eing mande to bring- about
a saving in the cost of administration gener-
ally. In 1916 this State had 1,669 punblic
servants, who weore receiving an avera-e Ral-
ary of £218 per annumiii. To-day that number
hasq 1een reduced by fully 200. TherLe has
been an actual reduction in the number of
persons in the public sen-ice by Upwards of
200 officers. The number is now 1,4635. Bat,
as the result of Arbitration Cour wrs
the average salary has increased front £.219
to £287. When I speak of that r-educition
of 200 officers, I 8111 not incluiding the officers
of the Taxation Department. There we had
another 93 officers. So the actual reduction is
uani-lv 3011 officers. However, that would not
he a legitimate argument to use, because the
service has beeni taken over by the Common-
nionwenith and a savingl of t0.000 per annum
effected.

Roll. R. JT. Lvnni: Could we have a list
of the officers of the respective departments,
showing those reductions?

The MINISTER FOR EDUTCA TION: The
Public. Service List will show that. It is
now in course of -preparation. At the saine
timne, there has been an incrfeasei the pa-y-
ment to wages men from 9s. to 13s. 4d1. I
mention that by war of showing thr' diffi-
culties of the pusition with which the Gov-
ernment have been confronted. I trus9t that
the Bill will be passed and that, at a very
much earlier date than in any previous ses-
sion, the financial policy of the Government
as outlinedl by the Estimates of Revenue and
Expenditure n-ill be submit ted for your conl-
sideration.
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lion. R. J. LYNN (West( [5.11> 1 move-
That the debate be adjourned until the

next sitting of the House.

Mlotion put ma a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes .. .8

Noeara.. 10

Majority against - 2

Ayns.
Hon. R.
Hon. J.
Hon. J.
Hon. A.

Hon.
HOD.
HOD.
Hon.
Hon.

C.
H.
3.
V.
C.

G. Ardagh
Cunningham

W. Hickey
Lovekin

N
F. Baxter
P. Colebatch
Ewing
Hatneraley
McKenzie

HOn. R.
Hon. T.
Hon. J.
Han. F.

Os,

J. Lynn
Moore
Nicholson
A. Baglin

(Telter.)

a.

HDo. il
Hon. E. Rose
Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Ron. F. E. S. Willmot
Hon. SlrE. H. Wittenoom

(Teller.)
Motion thus negatived.

Hon. A. LO\'EKIN (MIletropolitan) [5.5]:
1 ant sure no member, not even those who
voted for the adjournment, would wish to
harass the Governmient in ally, way, especi .-
ally since the Goveranment find themselves in
a somewuhat difficult position. But the Minis-
ter has just made a short financial statement
and it is difficult for any of us, without the
necessary data, to offer any opinion onl that
statement. 1 do0 not intend to oppose the
Bill. I only rise to ask the Minister to let
us have the trading concerns' halance-sheets
and the balance-sheets and profit and loss
accounts of the other State instrumientalities
when the House next mneets. Because then,
if the Treasurer delivers his Budget Speech
next imoth, we need not wait till the actual
Estimates come here; we can read in "'Han-
sard ' what tlhe Treasurer has said, and if
we have the balance-shecets and necessary
data. we can be quite prepared, when the
matter conmes formally before us, to offer
sonme opinion onl the subject. Anything I may
sa ,v will be directed towards helping the
Covernnieat, i-ather- than embarr-assing them.
Thle other day I moved whamt I conceived to
be purclv' a formal motion asking for these
balance-sheets. Prom, what the 'Minister has
said, hie must have had Stone balance-
sheets, otherwise he could not have made the
statement he made to-day; because the mere
profit and loss Account andl statement of re-
ecilts anti expenditure of those trading eon-
ecrris would not have enahled] the Government
to carry the balances forward iuto the
statement they issued for Tonse; nor would
they have allowed the Minister to tell us
that profits have beens made on some con-
cerns, and losses on others. We do not want
to wait till the Auditor General has audited
those accounts. We shall be quite satisfied

to have the data the Minister himself as cn.
The audit can make very little difference.
Suppose the avditor finds something wrong
in an ' of the accounts. Whatever is wrong,
must ict upon the whole of the statement
for JTune; so if one has to be corrected, the.
other also must be corrceted. Therefore,
if we can get thos' balance-shecets
at this early stage of the session, when
we are not very busy, we can consider
the whole financial position and see to what
extent we can help the Government; and in
helping the Government we shall be helping
the country and doing our duty as members
of this Chamber. Mr. Lynn, the other day,
said that we must concentrate upon finance..
1, too, think that is the subject we ought to.
concentrate upon this session.

Hon., T. Moore: We have very little say
in that matter.

Hoji. A. LOVEflN: We are equaqlly re-
sponsihle withs another Chamber for the
affairs of the country, and it seemis to tie it
is our own negligence if we fail to do our
duty. The Govcrmnint gave a lead, as Mr..
Lynn suggested, by putting the question of
finance right at the beginning of the Gov-
ernor's Speech. In the interests of the State
I am rather sorry that the statement was
put forward in so bald a form, without any
explanation. 1. am not able to sit down
quietly' andi analyse the figures of the
':,rio, tradfit conceerns, but mi. view is
that the condition of the State is not
anything like as black as it is painted, and
unless it be absolutely necessary, I do not
think we should hold out to the world that
we are in straitened financial circumstances
when, in my opinion, we are nothing like as
badly off as appears from the way in which
the figures are presented. Let me illustrate:
Most things go by comparison. Take our
indebtedness per head. We show that it is
£41 in this State. It is abnormally high as
compnared with that of other States. We let
the bald statement go that our indebtedness
is so much, and we say that Victoria's in-
debtedness isa so much less. They are both
facts; yet it is not a fair comparison, inas-
much as this State is carrying on a number of
concerns, the capital cost of which is debited
to the State indebtedlness, whereas in Victoria
the State indebtedness is not so debited be-
cause the concerns are there tinder boards
and trusts. In that way the comparison is
not fair, and does not do justice to this State.
On consideration, we may see that this State
is in a better financial position than appears
from the figures as put forward. Take an-
other example: From tine immemorial sue-
cess'e Governments have kept their accounts
in a certain 'ray. They produce statements
of receipt and expenditure, and that ends
the matter. That system was quite right,
andi fully demonstrated the position of the
country, when Governments filled only the
functions of government; that is to say, main-
tained law and order and saw to it that jus-
tice was administered. But that system of
account., seems to me entirely wrong to-day
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when Governments go beyond what we con-
sider to be the ordinary inctions of Gov-
erment and embark upon trading. These
trading concerns involve the country in losses,
more or less. Therefore if tv,, want to get
at the true state of the country's finances,
we can only do so by keeping our- a-counts
as an ordinary business person would do,
and bring in the bailaiies to a common
fund. AS traders we calnot shw tho true
position of the country by a umere state-
ment of receipts anti expenditure for
the 12 months. Any private concern would
be declared insolvent if that kind of
thing were done. At one time I had fairly
large engagements in connection with paper.
Hai) I been asked in that particular year for
a statement of receipts and expenditure it
would have been said that I was insolvent.
and that I had spent £60,000 that year more
than I had earned. That was not the
trute position, because I had a lot
more than £60,000 in my cellar. I was
not only not insolvent, but in addition to
being solvent t. was showing a good bal-
ance. We need time in order to look into
the financial position. We umay well consider
whether we should not change the system
of keeping our accounts, and prepare our
statements in such a way as to show to the
world what our true position is, instead of
showing w 'hat is really a false position
cirated by thn' present system of merely
issuing statements of receipts an(! ex-
penditure. I do not care to spe-ak
upon financial subjeeta uniless I have the
data before me, when f can speak with
some degree of accuracy. Mr. Nicholson t-L
tempted the other evening to discuss the
railwvay businecs. fIle had to go hack to the
year 1919 in order to get some data. Data
concerning the year 1919) is no good to us
to-day. 'We have a deficit of pracetically five
million pounds. I do not think, however, ve
are in' that awfu, position, and imo such
position would appeam if we kept our ac-
counts on business lines. Seeing that we
are no longer merely administering the
affairs of State but hiave become traders,
we Ought to show our1 accounts on trading
liles, If we dlid so I do not think it would

sho found that we have a deficit of five inil-
lionl Pounds Or anything like it. ft is wrong
to send it forth to the world that we are in
a parlous financial condition and so impair
our- credit, which this undoubtedly must do,
without explanations of any kind. I am going
to ask the Leader of the Rouse to let us have
this data at the earliest possible moment so

-that if we dTo make any suggestions to the
Governmlent We (,an put them] in a form -that
w-ill give them, some v-alue. I do not intend
to offer any opposition to the Bill.

'Ron. R. J, LYNN (West) [5.20]: 1 have
no wish to hamper time Government in connec-
tion with their supplies. We have heard so
often front members that an opportunity was
desired by them of consideriiig various as-
liects relating to finances that I dlid consider,

after the speech delivered by the Leader of
the House, and after hearing the figures sup-
plied by him, that an opportunity would be
given to us to fully consider his remarks.
lie went into Rmnny of those matters which
are of great interest and which would have
led uts to offer, perhaps, some criticism of a
nature which may or may niot have been of
service to the Government. It would, how-
ever, he quite impossible, and I think mein-
hers. will agrez with ire, to offer any intelli-
gent criti cism onl the figures given by the
Leader of the H-ouse to-night unless we had
time in which to consider them. I also as-
sunme that this will be the only opportunity
the House will have of offering any remarks
upon the finances of the State. The Supply
Bill will be passed to-day, and I understand
the Estimates will reach us on the last day
of the session as usual. It is reasonable to
assume that this will be the ease.

Tme Mfinister for Education: There would
be another Supply Bill if that were the case.

lion. R. J1. LYNN: And the money would
have been spent before the Supply Bill caine
before us. This Bill is asking for an ex-
penditure for two-twelfths of the year which
have already gone. I was anxious that ample
opportutnity should be given to members to
offer that criticism in connection with the
finances which they should have been en-
abled to offer to this Bill instead of waiting
for thle Estimates. That opportunity has
been offered to various members to-night, but
in their wisdom they considered the finances
of the State all right and that the supply
sl.ould he granted. I remember when Mr6.
Sanderson was speaking last session he re-
ferred to Nero fiddling. I see by to-nighit's
paper in connection with the furnishing of
the Agent General's new mansion in tme Girl
Ceuntry that he could have had the acen-
paniment of a W'endover grand piano at a
cost of £130 while 'Nero was fiddling. I see
from this panper that the State has spent
lavishly in connection with the furnishing of
this London house, and amongst the items
mentioned is this grand piano at a cost of
£E1319. If the State can afford to enjoy
luxuries of this kind during this financial
stress members will probably be satisfied to
support the MHinistry when they bring along
the next Supply Bill for the provision of a
pianola, as wvell as the grand piano. We also
see from the paper that somneone else's room
is furnished in more lavish style- than an-
other person 'a room.

Hlon. A, Lovekin: The house was bought
furnished.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: We should have anl op-
portunity of considering the remarks of the,
Leader of the House-it would be futile to
attempt to criticise them unless an oppor-
tunlity is given us to go fully into the figures.
The Leader of thle House has told us that
we have plenty of money. In reply to my
interjection asking where the money was to
comle from he said, "'We have plenty of
money.''
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The Minister for Education: I said we
have no difficulty in regard to money.

Hon. R. J. LYNN; I tried to fallow the
figures but that was impossible, especially
uilien we are talking of millions. The Leafier
of the House said that these Treasury bills
were being discounted at roughly 6 per cent.
in order to reimburse the bank for their
overdraft in connection with the amount
which has been advanced. Shortly after, the
Minister said we had a credit of 1:1,600,000.

The Minister for Education: Locally.
Ron. R. J1. LYNN: It is very bad finance

to my mind to carry aL credit here of
X1,600,000.

The Minister for Education: You must re-
member the form that it is in. It is money
owed ulponl wheat certificates. It is not as
if we were carrying that amount of idle
money.

Haon. R. X7. LYNN: That amount would be
worth practically 1% Per cent. in London.
It would pay the Government to hand that
money to somecone else here in Australia andc
get the exchange upon it, which would pay
tlhe total amount of the discount charged on
the two million of Treasury bills. If this
£1I,600,000 is simply a credit in connection
with wheat scrip and other matters-

The Minister for Education: The money
can be obtained by the Government when it
is wanted.

Han. R. J. LYNN: If it can be obtained
by tile Government wThen it is wanted then
they have no right to stand out of the money,
and no right to clisepunt their Treasury bills
ini order to pay their overdraft in London.
With this £1,600,000 they could make practi-
cally UAper cent. on the total amount. If
they dlid make 11l4 per cent. on the total
amiount they would niake a fine profit to go
tow-ards reducing the deficit. I ami sorry the
Minister refused to adjourn the debate. In
view of that I do not propose to offer any
further criticism, except to say that it would
be quite impossible for any member, irre-
spective of whether hie was a financial expert
or not, to criticise intelligently and with any
dogree of accuracy the figures quoted to-aight
by the Leader of the House. I am pleased
I calledI for a division. It will show that I
was anxious to give consideration to what I
consider is a most burning question in con-
neetion with the prosperity of 'the State to-
day.

Hon. J.' W, HIICKEY (Central) [5,271]. 1-
am astonished and disappointed that this Bill
should be passed through to-night without
a protest from those members who, year in
and year out, have raised protests against
Bills being brought down late at night or at
the end of the session and all that sort of
thing. We are called upon to-day in a1 few
moments to pass a Bill involving an expendi-
ture of £813,670.

Hon, J. Nicholson: Andl the rest.
H~on. 3. W. RIGREY: I appreciate very

much the criticism offered by 'Mr. Lynn, and
I regret the Leader of the House did not

agree to adjourn the debate in order to give
members the opportunity they are so anxious
for of going into the multitude of figures
propounded to us. It is almost impossible to
follow the Leader of the House in his re-
marks. Although no doubt he put uip a good
case from his standpoint, he put it in
such a way as to make it impossible for us
to follow him. Naturally we are anxious to
have an opportunity to discuss these figures
and see whether they are correct or- not. I
do not doubt the accuracy of the Leader of
the House, but one is anxious at times to
look at these things for oneself. Protest
after protest has been raised in this Cham-
ber for years past against the attitude of
the Government in connection with hurried
legislation. We arc supposed to constitute a
check on hurried legislation, but for an ex-
ample of that kind of legislation commiend
me to the Bill th-at has been introduced to-
day. There are some members who are very
ready with their criticisms, but who have their
tongues in their cheeks. They are not pre-
pared to stand up against the Government
and say what they think and by their votes
give a practical illustration of where they
stand. The Government are, no doubt,
anxious to get their Supply through as
quickly as possible, and they tell us that the
Estimates will be down in three months.
They are asking for a three months supply.

The Mfinister for Education: For two
months.

Hon. 5. W. HICKEY: If that is so then
they could do with a less amount of mioney.
It is absolutely hopeless to offer any word of
criticism when we find members who will
criticise in the Press and in this Chamber,
but who when they get an opportunity of de-
monstrating their opinions, are not prepared
to do so. Members should have shown
by their vote to-night that they desired to
have more information in order to under-
stand what is happening and I very much
regret the vote which was taken a little
while ago. Here we have a Government go-
ing to the ba-d to the extent of millions and
we have but little voice in protesting against
it. The Leader of the House gave us reasons
for the deficit but these reasons have bee%~
given ever since the Government have been
in power. 'Mr. Lynn has raised his protest
year after year, but he has been fighting a
forlorn hope. I admire him for sticking to
his guns, Few members have, shown any
willingness to as-gist in maintaining that ef-
fort. The Lender of the House has again
made use of the railways as one of the ex-
cuses for the deficit. The railways are al-
wvars advanced as one of the big contribut-
ing factors and that being so, the Minister
for Railways should endeavour to find out
what is wrong. One of the forms of econo-
mies is retrenchment. I agree that something
has to he dlone when the staff in connection
with the Railway Department is shown to be
over-manned. We do not claim that is the
case with the railways to-day. At the pre-
sent time, the Supply Bill should have been
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cut auwn when it was being discussed in an-
other place and, as it was not cut down, we
should raise a strong protest in this Chain-
ber. The Government are not using the
funds voted to them in a proper direction.
We have heard of agitations in different
parts of the State in advocacy of imumigra-
tion. On the other band, we have heard
rnnmours-T hope they are not substantiated
-and with a view to ascertaining the posi-
tion I1 have asked questions regarding the
curtailment of work in the Railway Depart-
ment.

The PRESIDENT: I asked the hou. men.-
ber to confine himself to the subject of the
second reading of the Dill. I do not think
he is justified in proceeding as he is doing.

Hon. J. WV. HICKEY: I am opposing the
granting of Supply because of the abso-
lute failure on the part of the Government
to make a proper k'se of the money voted to
thenm. They are expending money in many
directions which are really the worst avenues
from which to secure returns. Reasons for
the present position and for the downfall
of the financial administration of the Gov-
erment have been placed before us, but
I do not know whether the people can prasp
the position from the details which have
been furnished to them. Reference has been
made to the State steamers as, in the words
of a former Treasurer, the only bright spot
in connection wvith the trading concerns.

The -Minister for Education: There was a
loss on them.

Hon. 3. Ewing: And a serious loss, too.
Hon. J. W. HICKEY: I do not know

whether the losses are serious or not. There
is need to protest against the financial posi-
tion because of the centralised administration
of the Government and the tendency to spend
the funds voted to them in the metropolitan
area. Take the expenditure in connection
with the metropolitan tramway service. One
has only to walk rornd to see the manner
in which the money is being expended to-day.
I take an interest in this matter because
coming from the back country I naturally
take notice of the expenditure within the
metropolitan area. I have hung on to straps
in tramears at certain tinmes of the dlay, but
at other times one can find trains which are
running constantly almnost empty. I refer
to the loop line which runs down Barrack-
street. I had no intention of mentioning this
matter this evening, but in view of the state-
ments which have been made. I cannot re-
frain from referring to it as an evidence
of the useless expenditure that is going: on.
I took tbe opportunity on More than one
occasion to go round the ioop line and I
fouind that on many occasions I was the
only passenger. I snppose that four or five
hundred tramns go round that ioop line every
day and they are almost empty. They go
down there to meet the boats from South
Perth, and I have seen about four or five
trains meet every ferry boat which arrives
at the jetty.

The PRESIDlENT: In my opinion the hon.
gentleman is not in order.

Hon. J. W. HLICKEY: I am sorry, but I
an, simply expressing my opinion as to the
useless expenditure in which the Govern.
meat are indulging. The instance I have
given may not be one of major importance,
bet it gives an indication of the lack of
thrift and economy exercised by the Govern-
ment. We are asked to grant supplies, and

Ido not think we have had sufficient informa
tion put before us. The in~tance I have given
of useless expenditure furnishes one reason
why the Government should not be granted
the supplies which have been asked for and
constitutes one of the reasons for which 1.
regret the vote take,, to-night on Mr. Lynn's
motion to adjourn the debate. Had the de-
bate been adjourned, it would have given
members an opportunity of going into the
11a1ss Of figures supplied by the Leader of
the House and help us to determine whether
supplies should be granted or not.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAMI (North-East)
[5.37] : In conimon with -Mr. Hickey, I re-
gret the decision which the House arrived
at upon Mr. Lynn's motion. The Leader of
the House submitted a maiss of figures to
memibcrs, but it is impossible to grasp all
that is contained in such a speech through
merely listening to it. The object of the
Minister's speech should be to enlighten
members regarding the conditions under the
Bill anti the necessity for the supplies. It
is all very well for the Lender of the House
to re6l off such a mass of figures and expect
members to understand them straight sway.
It is necessary that menmbers should have fln
opportenity of sifting the matters mentioned
by the 'Minister in his speech with a view to
enabling them to get a grasp of the sulject.
The Leader of the House pointed out that
every effort would be made to effect econo-
mies so far as the financial administration of
the Government is concerned. We have heard
that statement before, for it has been re-
peated almost every session since I have
been a member of this Chamnber. When we
look at the record of the Government, with
which the Leader of the House has been
identified for the past five years or so, and
endeavour to find out where the economies
are, I admit that I have been unable
to put niy finger upon any such evidence.
No information which the Leader of the
House has submitted to-night has assisted mec
to understand where any economies have been
effected. True, the M~inister pointed out that
-an increase had been made in the wages, paid
to men working in the Railway Department
and that the increase was from 9s. to 13s. 4d.

The Minister for Education: That is not
otily in the Railways; that increase is to all
wages nien.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: In nmentioning
that point, it is only right that I should
mention that increases have been made in
the charges for services rendered in connec-
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tion With the railways, as for other services
as well. We have had several increases in
railway freight;, and one could hardly men-
tion avenues in which increases for services
rendered have not been made. These things
Wvere omitted by the Leader of the House,

The Minister for Education: I mentioned
them as well.

Heon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I Will not dispUte
the Mfinister's statement but I did not hear
him mention them. We should not be asked
to pass the Supply Bill without being in a
position to know Just where we arc. Mir.
Hickey has pointed out that one of the ex-
eutes for tile existence of this Chamber is
that it is a check upon hasty legislation;
yet here we are asked to rush this Bill
through within a few minutes. It is not
fair to the members of this Chamber and
it is not fair to the people as a whole. It
is not a question of withholding informa-
tion but, to my mind, it is apparen t that
the Minister's speech was prepared for
publication in the newspapers and not for
members of this Chamber. I do not know

that the protest which I am voicing will do
much good even if I continue taking up
the time of members, but I regret that we
have not received the information ne ces-
sary to enable memibers to mnake a. few In-
telligent remarks in connection with the
Supply Bill. Reference has been made to
the State tradin g concerns, and are asked
to accept the statements made on the floor
of the House without having any check
upon them. We have had no financial state-
ment or balance sheet before us for some
time although we have been promised them
from time to time. We know that the
statements were made up to the 10th July
and these statements should he made availI-
able. I contend that we should 'be in
possession of all the financial statements
regarding- the State trading concerns before
now. The Leader of the House infortned
us that, apart from Wyndhanm, there *as a
fair profit on the trading concerns. Yet I1
have hoard members say within the last
few days that the financial difficulties of
the present Government can be traced. to
the losses in connection with the running
of these concerns. 'I do not think it is fair
to place members iit sueb a position that
they are able to make such statevnents.
They are forced into that position, how-
ever, because they cannot get the necessary
inlformation; they eanot get the balance
sheets and other documents enabling them
to know exactly what is the position in
connection with those concerns. I would
like to see more time devoted to the con-
sideration of this Suppiy 'Bill, and I cer-
tainl v would like members to reconsider
their decision of a few minutes ago, with a,
view to enabling us to defer further con-
sideration of the measure, that we may go
further into the matter and perhaps bring
forward something which may be of benefit
to the Government as well as to tho people
of the State.

Hon. T. MOORE (Central) [5.45]:- I can-
not allow the occasion to pass without pro-
testing against the hurried method of
putting a Bill such as this through the
House of review. One of the reasons why
this House exists is th~at it shall review all
legislation that comes from another place,
hut if we go on like this bon, members will
never have ani opportunity of exercising
that right which is theirs of reviewing
measures that arc seat to us. I assure hion.
mnenmbers that I was not ablM to follow the
Leader of tile House nu his explanation of
the Bill. I do not think one could be ex-
pected to do so witout beina a skilled
mathematician. It seems ridiculous that
such a Bill should be brought along
and - rushed through at a time like
this. Why is it always necessary to
-rush through the Supply Bill at one
sitting in the early period of the session?3
WVhy should it not be le-ft over for at least
one sitting, or as in the present instance,
for two or three days, until the earl 'y part
of next week? Members would then have
an opportunity of finding nut whtat they
were doing. We9 are supposed to lake an
intelligent interest in what is happening,
but it is impossible for us to go before those
who sent us here n. tell thema what we
have been dealing with to-night.' have
taken the trouble to look into the finances
of the State, and particularly in regard to
the trading concerns which are always ad-
vanced as a reason for the State's iCnnncinl
position. From what I hav-e been able to
gathver from- the public aceonutz, there has
been a transfer of cash from the trading
concerns to revenue of E276,6u0. If hon.
members will take the troublea to look up
the matter they will find thajt that is the
case. That amount covers the period
from 1917 to 1921 inclusive. 'We have
to accept the information which has
been published in the "West Australian,"
and we have been told by the Premier
in another place that while he supplied
these -figures to the newspaper in question,
lie does not declare that they are correct.
But the Leader of the House to-night was
not emphatic about the position of the trad-
ing concerns as he put it before hon. members.
He stated that there Was a loss on the Wynd-
ham 'Meat Works, but that on the other
concerns there were profits. All the inf or-
mantlon that we are given, however, is that
which has appeared in the Press. If what
we are told was transferred to revenue was
not profit, then I want to know what it was.
Interest is interwoven with other payments,
and there are also what are called recoups-
For instance, an officer in one department
may be working for another, and the amount
of time he has devoted to that work may be
charged against that particular concern so
that the departuient to which he belongs may
be recouped. The amount transferred, as I
have stated,' must be profit.

Hon. 3. Ewing: Nothing of the kind,
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Hon. T. MfOORKi Quite a number of peo-
ple believe, when they read a statement such
as that which appeared in the "West Aus-
tralian''" that they get a correct account of
the position. Mr. Lovekin has told us to-
night that such statements arc misleading.
It is certainly misleading when statements
such as those which have been published dis-
close that the trading concerns are responsi-
ble for a big loss. Everything that is being
revealed to-day in connection with the trad-
ing concerns, is put forward in such a way
as to make those concerns stand condemned
in the eyes of the people. T trust that there
will not be munch further delay in getting
out the balance sheets. I understand that
last year 's balance sheet has not yet been
produced; at all events it has not beess seen
in this building. It is ridiculous, as I said
before, that we should be asked to offer any
comment on the financial situation with a
view of assisting the Governent, and as Mr.
Lynn stated yesterday, strive to assist in
straightening the finances. Even though Mr.
Lovekin believes things are better than they
are, it must be admitted that they are pretty
bad. But if members are not given an op-
portunity of carefully looking into what is
put before them, anid will not agree that a
debate of this kind should not be concluded
at one sitting, then it is not much use ourro
being here at all. Government hy regulation
appears to be the order of ,the day. The
Minister just mnakes a statement and we are
expected to swallow it at a gulp. The Min-
ister is a very fast speaker and he handles
his figures very rapidly, so rapidly that it is
not possible for us to have a clear under-
standing of their meaning. To my mind this
is reducing our work to a farce.

*The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hlon. H. P. Colebatch-East-in reply)
[5.52]: I wish merely to point out that the
procedure in connection with this Bill is
identical with that which has always been
followed in this House in connection with the
granting of Supply pending the presentation
of the financial statement, and the Supply
Bill has always been put through the HouseI
in one sitting. I also remind Mr. Lovekin
that the reason why T could not accept his
motion about the trading concerns as formal
was that it included the presentation to this
House of trading concerns accounts that had
not been audited. All I said was that I was
not prepared to commit the Government to
that course of action. I would suggest to hon.
members that as soon as, the balance sheets
of the trading concerns wre presented-and
I will get them down as soon as possible-
a substantive motion he submitted and
then a debate may be carried on concerning
them. That ,is the proper course that should
he followed. I do not see that any good
purpose can be served by holding up what is
purely a formal Supply Bill the object of
which is to enable the affairs of the country

Ito be carried on until the Estimates arc passed
by Parliament. Hon. members are aware

that it is not competent for the Governor to
sign vouchers until Supply is granted, and
that is all the Bill is intended to do.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commnittee.
]Eon. J. Ewing in the Chair; the -Minister

for Education in charge of the Bill.
Clause I1-Tssuc and application of

£1,640,320:
Hon. A. LOVERIN: It is only fair to

the Agent General that T should make a short
statement in reply to what -Mr. Lynn hans
said in regard to thie purelhase of a residence
in London. Mr. Lynn ridiculed the purchase
by the Government of a hiouse for the Agent
General, and as T was iii London this riui,
last year, wheun the purchase was approved
of by the Government, T think I should ex-
plain the position as I knsow it. At that time
the Agent General lived at P'utncy in a house
lie was renting. That house was ordered to
be Soled.

The CHAIWMAN: The hon. member is
not in order in making suech a lengthy ex-
Planation,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN\: I will bebrief. The
house was to be sold over the Agent Gener-
al's head, and there was no house to be had
in London. The secretory of the agency, Mr.
Rushton, who draws a salary of £600 per an-
nuns, was paying t240 for a hiouse 35 miles
out of London. The Agent General could not
get a house a.ndl, with the price of things in
London, it was considered that, as the op-
portunity presented itself to snake this pnr-
chase, it should be availed of. -Mr. Angwin
was in London at the time and I do not think
I am breaking any confidence when T state
that Ar. Anlvin recomnmesnded that the Gov-
ernment should nmnke the purchase. Subse-
quently- , the house was bought, not for the
present Agent General, but for all future
Agents General. 1, as well as others, sup-
ported '.\r. Angwini's recommendation and
the house, with its furniture, was secured.
As things have turned out, a good deal was
made for the State.-

clause put and passed.

Clause 2, Prmhlc-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and the

report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

AD TOUENMENT-SPECLAL.
The M.DNTSTMl FOR EDUCATION (Hon.

H. P. Colebatch-East) [6.01: I have taken
the opportunity of consulting several mecn-
hers wit!, whom T have had a chance to speak,
and I understand it will meet their con-
venience if the House at its rising adjo,,rns
till Tuesday week. I wish to meet the con-
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Venleilce of members so far as I can, and this
being so I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
till Tuesday-, 16th August.

Question put and passed.

Hlouse adjourned at 6 p.m.

egislative Eeeembh p,
Thursday, 4th August, 1921.

Questions:; Tramrways, Extensions and Renewals..
Old Mca'ff Howe

Personal Explaniation, Supply Bill and Trading
Concerns . . . .

Address-ia-repiy, Second day

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., anif rend pirayers.

QUESTION-TRAM-INWAYS, EXTENSIONS
A-ND RENEWALS.

'Mr. CARTR asked the Mtinister for Rail-
ways: 1, Is it the intention of the Govern-
mient to proceed immediately with the South
Perth-Come. tramway extension? 2, What is
the- estimated cost of the construction of the
line? 3, What proportion of the material
ordered and now arriving to be used in exc.
tension work would be suitable for renova-
tion and relaying work on present existing
lines? 4, Has the-.departmuent an adequate
supply of material for the renewal work on
the lines now in use? 5, In view of the re-
peated -accidents and derailments on the
Perth system, is it thle intention of thle Coy-
ernient to proceed wvith relaying work wher-
cx er needed. 6, Does he consider extension
work to be more important than that work
nveesrrvto safegiiarl the trav~elling public?9
7, What is the exact number of derailments
on the Perth s;ystemi of tramways during the
past two years?

Thle 2d IN IS'ER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1. Yes. 2. £36,160 for track and over-
hocd gear, plus £35,000 for substation build-
inig and equipmnent f or the complete scheme.
3. Practically none. 4, Yes. 5, Repeated
accidents and derailments are not occurring.
Re'laying work is being carried out as needed.
6. The extension of tramways does not affect
thle quvstion of the safety of the travelling
public. 7, A statement of derailments and
their causes is being prepared.

QUESTION-OLD MEN'IS HOME.

Mfr. J1. THOMSON Asked the Colonial
Secretary: Is lie aware that the Master of
the Old Men's Home (Mr. Rust) has made
a claim for 4s. 6id. out of the 5s, per week
received by inmtates from thle Kalgoorlie
Mfine Workers' Relief Fund, thus leaving
only 6id. per week to those receiving the
benefit of this fund to buy fruit, etc.?

Thle COLONIAL SECRETARY replied: &
demand was made, as is the usual custom,
but upon the whale of the facts being made
clear it was withdrawn.

QUESTION-COPPER EXTRACTIO-N.

Mr. 'MARSHALL asked the 'Minister for
Mines: 1, Is hie aware of the existence of an
invention for the extraction of copper from
copper ore by nicans of chemical solutions?
2, If not, will he cause inquiries to be made
to ascertain if such an ilivention is in exist-
ee?

105 The -MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
10 Yes. There are Srumerons such mnethods of

oxtraction. I am also aware of experiments
10 being made locally. 2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION-SOLDIER. SETTLE-MENT.

Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Premier:
What is the number of single holdings that
have been purchased to date for Soldier Set-
tlement purposes, the area concerned, and
the total amount of the purchase money?

The PREMIER. replied: The number is
1,929. 1 cannot give the other information
because I have not got it. It will mean the
preparation of a return. I understand the
hail. member will be satisfied with the num-
ber.

lHon. P. Collier: Uf the Premier will
get the info3rmation later on I shell be satis-
fied.

The PRE'MIER: The hon. member will re-
ceive the information.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Supply Bill and State Trading Concerns.

Hone, W. C. ANG WIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [4.35]:' 1 desire to make a personsl
explanation. When speaking on the Supply
Bill in regard to the State trading concerns
and the amount of money which was derived
from them by the Consolidated Revenue, I
find that I took one column wrongly. I took
the estimate instead of the actual revenue
received. I should like to explain to the
House that where I said that the Consoli-
dated Revenue received from. these trading
concerns was £728,966, the correct figures I
should have given were £766,372.

The Fremiert 'For how long a period is
that?
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